
MINUTES OF THE LICENSING SUB COMMITTEE B 

TUESDAY, 18 OCTOBER 2011 

 
Councillors Brabazon, Demirci (Chair) and Reid 

 
 

Apologies Councillor  Beacham 
 

 

MINUTE  

SUBJECT/DECISION 

ACTION 

BY 

 

PRCE06. 

 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 Apolog ies for  absence w ere received f rom  Cllr  Beacham , for 

w hom  Cllr  Reid w as subst it u t ing.  
 

 
 

PRCE07. 

 
URGENT BUSINESS  

 There w ere no new  it em s of  urgent  business. 
 

 
 

PRCE08. 

 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

 Cllr  Reid  declared a personal in t erest  as a m em ber o f  t he 

Alexandra Palace and Park Advisory Com m it t ee, and t hat  he 

had excluded h im self  f rom  any discussions in  relat ion t o  t he 

prem ises licence at  Alexandra Palace held  by t he Advisory 

Com m it t ee. 

 

Cllr  Dem irci declared a personal in t erest  as a m em ber o f  t he 

Alexandra Palace and Park Advisory Com m it t ee, and t hat  he 

had excluded h im self  f rom  any discussions in  relat ion t o  t he 

prem ises licence at  Alexandra Palace held  by t he Advisory 

Com m it t ee. 
 
 

 
 

PRCE09. 

 
MINUTES  

 RESOLVED 

 

That  t he m inut es o f  t he m eet ing held  on 26 May 2011 be 

approved and signed by t he Chair . 
 

 
 

PRCE10. 

 
SUMMARY OF PROCEDURE  

 NOTED 

 

 
 

PRCE11. 

 
ALEXANDRA PALACE, ALEXANDRA PALACE WAY, LONDON, 

N22 7AY 
 

 The Licensing Of f icer , Dale Barret t , p resent ed t he repor t  on 

an app licat ion by Buckingham  Lodge 2004 Lt d  for  a review  of  

t he prem ises licence at  Alexandra Palace on t he grounds 

t hat  t he prem ises has failed t o  uphold t he licensing 
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condit ions and t he ob ject ives o f  t he prevent ion of  cr im e and 

d isorder , pub lic safet y and t he prevent ion o f  pub lic 

nu isance. A let t er  o f  represent at ion had been received f rom  

Environm ent al Healt h  in  respect  o f  t h is applicat ion, four  

let t ers had been received f rom  in t erest ed par t ies in  support  

o f  t he applicat ion and one let t er  had been received in 

support  o f  t he exist ing prem ises licence. Mr Winn ingt on, 

represent ing t he app licant , Buckingham  Lodge 2004 Lt d , 

asked t o  subm it  a lat e em ail received in  support  o f  t he 

app licat ion. Wit h  t he agreem ent  o f  Alexandra Palace, t h is 

w as received by t he Com m it t ee. 

 

Mr Winn ingt on addressed t he Com m it t ee on behalf  o f  

Buckingham  Lodge 2004 Lt d , w hich represent ed t he 

resident s o f  Buckingham  Lodge. On t he n ight s o f  27
t h
 and 28

t h
 

May 2011, m any resident s had been d ist urbed by t he 

ant isocial behaviour  o f  people leaving an event  held  at  

Alexandra Palace, w ho had t respassed on t heir  propert y, 

causing a d ist urbance t o  resident s as w ell as dam age.  

 

In  response t o  quest ions f rom  t he Com m it t ee, Mr 

Winn ingt on advised t hat  t here had been som e d ist urbances 

f rom  Alexandra Palace in  t he past , but  not h ing o f  t h is scale, 

and t hey had not  had cause t o  com plain  previously. Mr 

Winn ingt on clar if ied  t hat  t he cop ies o f  leaf let s supplied in 

t he paperw ork w ere a sam ple o f  t hose t hat  had been 

lit t ered around Buckingham  Lodge af t er  t he event . In 

response t o  a fur t her  quest ion f rom  t he Com m it t ee, it  w as 

conf irm ed t hat  correspondence bet w een resident s and t he 

Palace had been in w r it t en form  on ly, and t hat  t here had 

been no face t o  face d iscussions.  

 

Mr Sim on Taylor , represent ing Alexandra Palace, asked Mr 

Winn ingt on w het her  st at ion ing t w o SIA-reg ist ered st ew ards 

at  t he car  park ent rance by Buckingham  Lodge w ould 

address t he prob lem s repor t ed. Mr  Winn ingt on st at ed t hat  

t h is w ould  help , but  t hat  it  w as not  possib le t o  pred ict  

w het her  it  w ould prevent  t he sam e issues occurr ing in 

fu t ure. 

 

Derek Pearce, Enforcem ent  Response, addressed t he 

Com m it t ee and advised t hat  t he service had received 

com plain t s, par t icu lar ly dur ing t he w eekend of  27
t h
 and 28

t h
 

May 2011, w hen 10 com plain t s had been m ade. It  w as not ed 

t hat  t here w as a great er  pot ent ial fo r  no ise com plaint s 

w here event s cont inued af t er  m idn ight , and also for  large 

event s, w here t here cou ld  be up t o 10,000 people leaving t he 

venue at  one t im e. Mr Pearce repor t ed t hat , w hen t he Palace 

had been approached regard ing com plain t s, t hey had been 

responsive, and not ed t he no ise m anagem ent  p lan and 
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crow d d ispersal review  docum ent s produced by t he Palace 

in  response t o  t he issues raised, w hich w ere felt  t o  be 

valuab le. Mr Pearce suggest ed t hat  a condit ion be added t o 

t he licence t o  t he ef fect  t hat  t he no ise m anagem ent  p lan 

and crow d d ispersal review  be d isclosed t o  t he licensing 

aut hor it y and in t erest ed par t ies on request  and review ed by 

t he licence ho lder  every 12 m ont hs and updat ed as 

necessary. 

 

In  response t o  a quest ion f rom  t he Com m it t ee regard ing 

w het her  t he proposed condit ion w ould  be adequat e t o  

address t he issues raised, Mr Pearce st at ed t hat  t he key issue 

w as t o  have secur it y st af f  out side Buckingham  Lodge and 

t hat  t he num ber requ ired w ould  depend on t he nat ure o f  

each event . In  response t o  a request  for  in form at ion on 

com plain t s m ade regard ing event s at  t he Palace in  t he past , 

Mr Pearce d id  not  have a def in it ive list  but  w as ab le t o  g ive 

an ind icat ion o f  som e of  t he com plaint s m ade; it  w as not ed 

t hat  g iven t he large num ber o f  people pot ent ially af fect ed 

by event s at  t he Palace, t he num ber o f  com plain t s w as low . 

It  w as conf irm ed t hat  m ost  com plaint s received relat ed t o 

no ise rat her  t han ant isocial behaviour  or  lit t er ing issues.  

 

Mr Taylor , represent ing Alexandra Palace, addressed t he 

Com m it t ee in  response t o  t he app licat ion for  a review , Mr 

Taylor  not ed t hat  t he prem ises licence had been in  p lace 

since January 2009, and t hat  a large num ber o f  event s w ere 

held  at  t he venue, m any o f  w hich cont inued on af t er  11pm . 

Against  t h is background, t he num ber o f  com plain t s m ade 

regard ing t he prem ises w as very sm all. On t he w eekend in 

quest ion, a m anagem ent  er ror  on t he second day o f  t he 

t w o-day event  had led t o  t he roof -vent s being opened and 

perm it t ed t he escape of  no ise f rom  t he prem ises. 

Managem ent  accept ed responsib ilit y for  t h is er ror  and had 

put  procedures in  p lace t o  ensure t hat  it  cou ld  not  happen 

in  fu t ure. As a resu lt  o f  t he no ise review  t hat  had been 

carr ied out , it  w as repor t ed t hat  t here w ould  be acoust ic 

exper t s on dut y, w it h  a roving m onit or ing ro le.  

 

Wit h  regard t o  issues relat ing t o  f ly-post ing in  relat ion t o  

event s, alt hough t h is w as not  in  t he d irect  cont ro l o f  t he 

Palace, t here w as a cont ract ual penalt y o f  £1k for  any 

prom ot ers responsib le. It  w as also repor t ed t hat  t he Local 

Aut hor it y had t he pow er t o  prosecut e t hose responsib le and 

t hat  Alexandra Palace w ould  co-operat e w it h  any such 

act ion. A fur t her  w ay o f  addressing t h is issue w as for  t he 

lit t er  clear-up af t er  event s t o  be ext ended t o  t he roads in 

t he im m ediat e vicin it y o f  t he park and, w it h  t he perm ission 

o f   t he land-ow ner, t h is w ould  include t he car  park and 

garden at  Buckingham  Lodge.  
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Mr Taylor  repor t ed t hat  Alexandra Palace had t aken in t o 

account  t he review  applicat ion and let t ers o f  represen t at ion 

received in  respect  o f  t h is and t he issues raised. A crow d 

m anagem ent  exper t  had been consu lt ed w it h  regard t o 

t ransport  arrangem ent s, and a range of  im provem ent s had 

been m ade for  m oving event -goers aw ay f rom  t he venue, 

includ ing t he syst em s for  queuing and loading o f  buses, 

encouraging pre-booking o f  t axis and t he proposal for  a t axi-

booking o f f ice on sit e. St ew ards f rom  t he venue w ould  now  

be posit ioned at  each o f  t he park exit s, w it h  a fur t her  t w o 

st ew ards st at ioned by Buckingham  Lodge, all o f  w hom  

w ould  be SIA-reg ist ered. It  w as felt  t hat  t h is w ould  be an 

ef fect ive and propor t ionat e m eans o f  addressing t he issues 

raised. Signs w ould also be p laced along t he rout es out  of  

t he park, request ing people t o  respect  t he area and local 

resident s and t o  be qu iet .  

 

Wit h  regards t o  no ise f rom  t he prem ises, Mr Taylor  advised 

t hat  a m anagem ent  p lan had been produced and t hat  sound 

levels w ould be m onit ored by acoust ic exper t s t o  ensure 

t hat  no ise f rom  t he venue w ould  be inaudib le w it h in  nearby 

proper t ies. A t horough review  of  no ise m anagem ent  

arrangem ent  had been undert aken, and a range of  sound 

cont ro l procedures had been im plem ent ed t o  ensure t hat  

t he exist ing condit ions on t he licence w ere fu lly adhered t o .  

 

Dennis Heat hcot e, represent at ive o f  t he Musw ell Hill and 

For t is Green associat ion on t he Advisory Com m it t ee, 

addressed t he Com m it t ee in  a personal capacit y in support  

o f  t he app licat ion. Mr Heat hcot e repor t ed t hat  t he Advisory 

Com m it t ee had t horoughly d iscussed t he issues ar ising f rom  

t he event  in  May, and t hat  t here had been a review  and 

feedback f rom  t he Palace on t he st eps t aken t o  address t he 

issues ident if ied . Mr Heat hcot e st at ed t hat  m usic event s 

w ere essent ial t o  Alexandra Palace in  t erm s of  t heir  f inancial 

cont r ibut ion and t hat  t he event  in  May had been t he f irst  

w here it  had been necessary t o  t ake act ion. Where issues 

had ar isen, t hese had been t aken ser iously by t he Palace and 

st eps t aken t o  address t hem .  

 

In  response t o  quest ions f rom  t he Com m it t ee, Mr Taylor  

agreed t hat  a m ore sensit ive let t er  t o  resident s regard ing 

t he dam age t o  t heir  proper t y w ould  have been appropr iat e, 

alt hough t he pr im ary m essage t hat  an insurance claim  w as 

not  possib le w ould  have rem ained t he sam e. Mr Taylor  

conf irm ed t hat  t he m easures put  in  p lace d id  not  guarant ee 

t hat  all inst ances o f  ant i-social behaviour  w ould  be 

prevent ed, but  t hat  t he Palace w ould do it s best  t o  be a 

good neighbour.  
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The Com m it t ee asked w het her  prob lem s m ight  have been 

ant icipat ed in  relat ion t o  t he event  in May, in  response t o 

w hich Mr Taylor repor t ed t hat  no issues had been 

ant icipat ed, as t he booking w ould  not  have been accept ed if  

t h is w ere t he case. The Com m it t ee suggest ed t hat , had 

represent at ives o f  t he Palace m et  in  person w it h resident s 

w hen t hey f irst  w rot e in  t o  com plain , t he need for  a form al 

hear ing m ight  have been avo ided, in  response t o  w hich Mr 

Taylor  repor t ed t hat  t hey had looked at  m ediat ion as an 

opt ion, but  t he t im e-scale d id  not  allow  t h is t o  happen. It  

w as conf irm ed t hat  t here w as already a good neighbour 

agreem ent  in  t he condit ions o f  t he exist ing licence and t hat  

anyone w it h  concerns cou ld  raise t hese via t he st at u t ory 

consu lt at ive com m it t ee or  any o f  t he resident s’ associat ions.  

 

Wit h  regard t o  lit t er , Mr Taylor  conf irm ed t hat  t he Palace 

w as happy t o  provide large b ins on sit e and t o  encourage 

t heir  use. In  response t o  a quest ion regard ing t he bus 

service, it  w as conf irm ed t hat  t he Palace arranged special 

bus provision for  event s, and t hat  t he load ing for  t hese 

buses w ould  now  t ake p lace d irect ly out side t he bu ild ing t o 

prevent  people f rom  w ander ing out  o f  t he park and in t o 

resident ial areas in error . In  add it ion t o  t he proposed t axi 

booking o f f ice on sit e, Mr Taylor  conf irm ed t hat  t he Palace 

d id  not ify b lack cabs o f  event s t aking p lace in  order  t o 

at t ract  t axis t o  t he venue at  appropr iat e t im es. It  w as 

conf irm ed t hat  t he Palace already pub lished a t elephone 

num ber for  com plain t s and invest igat ed any received. In 

response t o  a quest ion f rom  t he Com m it t ee regard ing 

w het her  t here w as felt  t o  be any escalat ion o f  nu isance, it  

w as repor t ed t hat  t here had been 16 event s w hich had gone 

on very lat e in  t he past  18 m ont hs, o f  w hich 5 had been large 

event s. It  w as not  felt  t hat  t here w as any general t rend o f  

increasing nuisance caused t o  resident s. 

 

In  conclusion, Mr Winn ingt on expressed concern t hat , in  

ligh t  o f  t he errors t hat  had been m ade in  May, t here w as a 

r isk t hat  t here w ould  be m ore d ist urbance in  fu t ure and t hat  

t here w ere no guarant ees t hat  t he sam e issues w ould  not  

recur . Mr Taylor  spoke about  t he new  no ise m anagem ent  

p lan and crow d d ispersal review  docum ent s t hat  had been 

produced and im plem ent ed and t hat , w h ile no guarant ees 

w ere possib le, t he m easures t aken w ere felt  t o  be necessary 

and proper  in  response t o  t he issues raised.  Mr Taylor  

repor t ed t hat  t here w ere already robust  condit ions on t he 

exist ing licence in order  t o  prom ot e t he Licensing Object ives 

and request ed t hat  t he Com m it t ee allow  t he licence t o  

rem ain in  p lace as exist ing.  
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The Com m it t ee ad journed t o  deliberat e and it  w as: 

 

RESOLVED 

 

The Com m it t ee carefu lly considered t he app licat ion for a 

review  by Buckingham  Lodge 2004 Lt d  and heard f rom  t he 

legal represent at ive for  t he licensee and t he represent at ive 

o f  t he noise t eam  and carefu lly considered t he Licensing 

Policy and Sect ion 182 o f  t he gu idance. It  w as t he 

Com m it t ee’s decision t o  allow  t he licence t o  cont inue, but  

on ly on t he fo llow ing t erm s - t hat  t he condit ions o f  t he 

licence be m odif ied as fo llow s: 

 

1) That  t he crow d d ispersal review  dat ed Oct ober 2011 

and t he no ise m anagem ent  p lan dat ed Oct ober 2011 

be im plem ent ed; and 

 

2) That  t he docum ent s referred t o  at  1) be produced t o 

t he Licensing Aut hor it y and o t her  in t erest ed par t ies 

upon request . The docum ent s m ust  be review ed every 

12 m ont hs by t he prem ises licence ho lder  and updat ed 

as necessary.  

 

Please not e t hat  t h is decision is st ayed f rom  com ing int o 

ef fect  for  21 days af t er  t he dat e o f  t he decision, pending any 

appeal t hat  m ight  be m ade and t he det erm inat ion o f  t hat  

appeal. 

 

The Com m it t ee w as sat isf ied t hat  t he above condit ions 

w ould  help  t o  m it igat e t he im pact  o f  no ise and nu isance 

em anat ing f rom  t he prem ises and in  t he surrounding area. 
 

PRCE12. 

 
BANANA AFRICAN RESTAURANT AND BAR, 594B HIGH ROAD, 

TOTTENHAM, LONDON, N17 9TA 
 

 This it em  w as w it hdraw n f rom  t he agenda as out st and ing 

issues had been m ediat ed and did  not  requ ire a hear ing.  
 

 
 

PRCE13. 

 
NEW ITEMS OF URGENT BUSINESS  

 There w ere no new  it em s of  urgent  business. 

 

 

 

The m eet ing concluded at  21:10hrs. 
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CLLR ALI DEMIRCI 
 
Chair 
 

 


